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in the State who are sponsored by a
local resettlement agency in a bor-
dering State which does not have an of-
fice in the State of resettlement;

(11) A description of the procedures
to be used to safeguard the disclosure
of information regarding refugee cli-
ents;

(12) Letters of agreement from the
national voluntary resettlement agen-
cies that indicate support for the pro-
posed public/private RCA program and
indicate that refugee placements in the
State will continue under the public/
private RCA program;

(13) A breakdown of the proposed pro-
gram and administrative costs of both
the cash assistance and service compo-
nents of the public/private RCA pro-
gram, including any per capita caps on
administrative costs only if a State
proposes to use such caps; and

(14) The proposed implementation
date for the State’s public/private RCA
program;

(b) In cases where the State, after
consultation with the local resettle-
ment agencies in the State, determines
that a public/private RCA program is
not feasible statewide and proposes to
implement a public/private RCA pro-
gram in only a portion of the State and
to operate a publicly-administered
RCA program in the balance of the
State, the State’s RCA plan must in-
clude the information required in
§ 400.65(b).

(c) The plan must be signed by the
Governor or his or her designee.

(d) The Director of ORR will follow
the procedures in § 400.8 for the ap-
proval of public/private RCA plans. An
approved public/private RCA plan will
be incorporated into the refugee pro-
gram State Plan.

(e) Any amendments to the public/
private RCA plan must be developed in
consultation with the local resettle-
ment agencies and must be submitted
to ORR in accordance with § 400.8. The
Director of ORR will follow the proce-
dures in § 400.8 for approval of amend-
ments to public/private RCA plans.

§ 400.59 Eligibility for the public/pri-
vate RCA program.

(a) Eligibility for refugee cash assist-
ance under the public/private program
is limited to those who meet the in-

come eligibility standard established
by the State after consultation with
local resettlement agencies in the
State.

(b) Any resources remaining in the
applicant’s country of origin may not
be considered in determining income
eligibility.

(c) A sponsor’s income and resources
may not be considered to be accessible
to a refugee solely because the person
is serving as a sponsor.

(d) Any cash grant received by a ref-
ugee under the Department of State or
Department of Justice Reception and
Placement programs may not be con-
sidered in determining income eligi-
bility.

§ 400.60 Payment levels.
(a) Under the public/private RCA pro-

gram, States and the local resettle-
ment agencies contracted or awarded
grants to administer the RCA program
must make monthly cash assistance
payments to eligible refugees that do
not exceed the following payment ceil-
ings, according to the number of per-
sons in the family unit, except as noted
in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion. For family units greater than 4
persons, the payment ceiling may be
increased by $70 for each additional
person.

Size of family unit
Monthly
payment
ceiling

1 person ................................................................. $335
2 persons ............................................................... 450
3 persons ............................................................... 570
4 persons ............................................................... 685

(b) States and local resettlement
agencies may not make payments to
refugees that are lower than the
State’s TANF payment for the same
sized family unit. In States that have
TANF payment levels that are higher
than the ceilings established in this
section, States and local resettlement
agencies must provide payment levels
under the public/private RCA program
that are comparable to the State’s
TANF payment levels.

(c) Income disregards and other in-
centives. (1) States and local resettle-
ment agencies may design an assist-
ance program that combines RCA pay-
ments with income disregards or other
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incentives such as employment bo-
nuses, or graduated payments in order
to encourage early employment and
self-sufficiency, as long as the total
combined payments to a refugee do not
exceed the ORR monthly ceilings es-
tablished in this section multiplied by
the allowable number of months of
RCA eligibility.

(2) States that elect to exceed month-
ly payment ceilings in order to provide
employment incentives must budget
their resources to ensure that suffi-
cient RCA funds are available to cover
a refugee’s cash assistance needs in the
latter months of a refugee’s eligibility
period, if needed.

(d) If the Director determines that
the payment ceilings need to be ad-
justed for inflation, the Director will
publish a document in the FEDERAL
REGISTER announcing the new payment
ceilings.

§ 400.61 Services to public/private RCA
recipients.

(a) Services provided to recipients of
refugee cash assistance in the public/
private RCA program may be provided
by the local resettlement agencies that
administer the public/private RCA pro-
gram or by other refugee service agen-
cies.

(b) Allowable services under the pub-
lic/private program are limited to
those services described in §§ 400.154 and
400.155 and are to be funded in accord-
ance with § 400.206.

(c) In public/private programs in
which local resettlement agencies are
responsible for administering both cash
assistance and services, States and
local resettlement agencies must co-
ordinate on a regular basis with ref-
ugee mutual assistance associations
and other ethnic representatives that
represent or serve the ethnic popu-
lations that are being resettled in the
U.S. to ensure that the services pro-
vided under the public/private RCA
program:

(1) Are appropriate to the linguistic
and cultural needs of the incoming pop-
ulations; and

(2) Are coordinated with the longer-
term resettlement services frequently
provided by ethnic community organi-

zations after the end of the time-lim-
ited RCA eligibility period.

(d) In public/private programs in
which the agencies responsible for pro-
viding services to RCA recipients are
not the same agencies that administer
the cash assistance program, the State
must:

(1) Establish procedures to ensure
close coordination between the local
resettlement agencies that provide
cash assistance and the agencies that
provide services to RCA recipients; and

(2) Set up a system of accountability
that identifies the responsibilities of
each participating agency and holds
these agencies accountable for the re-
sults of the program components for
which they are responsible.

§ 400.62 Treatment of eligible sec-
ondary migrants, asylees, and
Cuban/Haitian entrants.

The State and local resettlement
agencies must establish procedures to
ensure that eligible secondary migrant
refugees, asylees, and Cuban/Haitian
entrants have access to public/private
RCA assistance if they wish to apply.
In developing these procedures, consid-
eration must be given to ensuring cov-
erage of eligible secondary migrants
and other eligible applicants who were
sponsored by a resettlement agency
which does not have a presence in the
State or who were not sponsored by
any agency.

§ 400.63 Preparation of local resettle-
ment agencies.

The State and the national voluntary
agencies whose affiliate agencies will
be responsible for implementing the
public/private RCA program:

(a) Must determine the training need-
ed to enable local resettlement agen-
cies to achieve a smooth implementa-
tion of the RCA program; and

(b) Must provide the training in a
uniform way to ensure that all local re-
settlement agencies in the State will
implement the public/private RCA pro-
gram in a consistent manner.
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